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And again :
" Until domestic slavery is abolished on the Trucial
Coast no serious improvement in economic or cultural
conditions is possible. It is an evil to which British
officials have mercifully, in virtue of their official limita-
tions, become almost blind. A revolution in public
opinion is necessary : . . ."1
Dr. Harrison, who spent over fourteen years in
the country, supplies in his chapters on slavery in
Arabia the most exhaustive treatment of the sub-
ject that is available to the public. He frequently
discussed the institution of slavery with Moham-
medans, and found that it was defended, as it is
defended in most Mohammedan countries, by
freqi&nt references to the Koran. And in an
admirable general discussion of the conditions in
Arabia, he says:
" Religion endorses it, the social order depends upon
it, and the welfare of the slaves themselves demands
it. The Sheikh of Abu Dhabi once spent the best part
of half an hour explaining to me that the slaves who
were freed lived under conditions far worse in every
way than those they had enjoyed while still slaves." a
Such arguments might be expected to suffice for
the slave-owning Sheikh of Abu Dhabi, but they
were countered by evidence possessed by Dr.
Harrison, of a very different order. He knew the
other side of the picture, for
" The secret visitors who came at night to my room
1 The Persian Gulf, p. 224.
* The Arab at Home, by Paul W, Harrison, M.D., pp. 257-8,